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USING DIGITAL LEARNING TOOLS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Abstract. In the context of the English language teaching modernization and digitalization, the problem of
using digital learning tools at English lessons in primary school has been revealed in the article. Besides,
the transformation of English teaching policy and implementation of new approaches, forms, methods and
teaching aids in young learners’ learning, a great educational role of digital learning tools is outlined in the
article. A thorough analysis of a number of pedagogical, psychological and methodological literature is
made in order to state the topicality of the presented research and point out its theoretical basis. Special
attention is paid to the didactic value of software tools for creating and designing English digital
coursebooks. A wide range of advantages of digital coursebooks, such as creativity, technology, mobility,
accessibility, convenience, interactivity, communicatively orientation and authenticity, is illustrated in a
detailed analysis of student’s project in the research.The pedagogical opportunities of using multimedia
tools, in particular, video songs on YouTube channel, in the English language teaching is demonstrated by
the author. A big number of video songs are suggested to be used at different stages at English lessons
considering various educational goals. The article deals with the positive emotional and motivational
influence of such multimedia tools use in teaching English as well as they ensure young learners’
communicative activity and encourage them to learn English much more interesting and vigorously. In
addition, the didactic potential of digital learning tools (software tools, multimedia tools and educational
channels), which enable teacher and pupil interaction and the formation of all aspects of English
communicative competence in the process of English teaching in primary school, is studied in the presented
research.

Keywords: digital learning tools, English language teaching, young learners, primary school, software
tools, multimedia tools, video songs.

Statement of the problem. The main aim of primary school education is the formation of ten
competences determined by the Conception of the New Ukrainian School and Council
Recommendation on Key Competences for Lifelong Learning [1], [2]. According to the documents,
foreign language communicative competence (FLCC) and digital competence (DC) are included in
the list. In the context of globalisation, informatisation and digitalisation of education both of these
competences are of agreat value nowadays, in particular in the process of the English language
teaching (ELT) to primary school learners.

Having analyzed thoroughly a new syllabus of ELT in primary school, it should be pointed out
that online interaction is presented as a new kind of pupils’ activity at the lesson [3]. Due to that,
pupils’ FLCC can be formed simultaneously with DC during the ELT in primary school. For this
purpose, the teacher should enrich traditional activities with interactive ones at English lessons, using
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new approaches, forms, methods and digital learning tools and improving the process of ELT in
primary school.

Unquestionably, a modern English teacher of the 21 century should possess a sufficient level
of DC to use skillfully and creatively new technical aids, involving English websites, educational
channels, online platforms, multimedia resources and digital learning tools in ELT to young learners.

Analysis of the recent publications.That’s why the latest scientific and methodological
publications (L. Kalinina, O. Ovcharuk, I. Ivaniv, O. Khomyshak) are devoted to the problem of
teacher and pupil’s DC formation and development in the conditions of educational system
modernization. The theoretical issues of using information and communication technologies (ICTs)
in educational institutions are highlighted in the research by Yu. Bykov, M. Vember, R. Hurevych,
M. Zhaldak, M. Kademiya, V. Lapinskyi, N. Morze, O. Spirin, V. Kukharenko and others. A wide
range of modern Ukrainian and foreign scholars (T. Koval, S. Nikolaeva, L. Morska, Ye. Polat,
O. Shestopal, J. Hammer, J. Socket, S. Steel,et al.) study methodology of ICTs use inthe process of
formation of FLCC. Different aspects of the developing of professional and methodological training
of future foreign language teachers of primary school are analyzed by Ukrainian researchers
(O. Bihych, O. Karpyuk, O. Kotenko, S. Roman, O. Parshykova, N. Redko, I. Samoylyukevych,et
al.) in their recent publications. Many psychological studies (P. Bolonskyi, I. Zymnya, L. Levitov,
H. Lyublinska, O. Skrypchenko, L. Vyhotskyi) are dedicated to a detailed analysis of foreign
language learning to primary school pupils.

Nevertheless, the issue of using digital learning tools in ELT to young learners is not thoroughly
determined and concerned in modern scientific research. The purpose of the article is to illustrate the
ways of using digital learning tools in ELT in primary school on the basis of our teaching experience.

Research methods. For this purpose, theoretical and empirical methods were used. A big
number of scientific methodological, psychological and pedagogical literature was critically analyzed
to state the theoretical basis of the research. With the aim of the improvement of the process of ELT
using new teaching aids in primary school the best foreign teaching experience was taken into
consideration in our article.

Research results.The modern school educational system is constantly transforming as well as
digital learning tools enable the teacher and pupil’s interaction at the lesson. Nowadays in the digital
era, the teacher is not the only source of knowledge that is open-access on the Internet. It is not enough
to know a lot today, it is of vital importance to be able to use the theoretical knowledge in solving
problems of everyday life [4, 126].Unquestionably, the integration of digital learning tools has
changed traditional face-to-face learning to e-learning and/or blended learning encouraging teacher
and learner’s self-education.

From this point of view, the development of education is characterized by competence-based
approach, in particular, in ELT, ensuring the formation and development of key and subject-matter
competences. A wide range of laws (the State Standard of General Primary Education, The New
Ukrainian School Conception) has determined a crucial role of ten competences for lifelong
learning,among which are: literacy competence, multilingual competence, mathematical competence,
competence in science and technology, digital competence, personal, social and learning to learn
competence, entrepreneurship competence, civic competence, ecological competence, cultural
awareness and expression competence. It should be noticed that all these competences are important
and closely interconnected with each other [1].

In the context of ELT competence-based approach promotes theintegration of ten key
competences in the process of foreign language teaching to young learners in primary school.
Moreover, in the new syllabus of ELT pupils’ ability of online interaction is outlined [3, 77]. Due to
that, foreign language communicative competence and digital one should be formed simultaneously
as well as the process of ELT is impossible without digital learning tools use in modern conditions
[4, 127].

Many modern psychologists (W. Straus, N. Hove, B. Shaw, Ch. Carter, Ye. Shamis, A. Sapa,
J. Katz, S. Popova) state that children born in the 21 century are the representatives of the new
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generation Alpha (born in the early 2012s) who consider technologies (smartphones, Internet and
social media) to be integral parts of everyday life [5]. That’s why using digital learning tools in the
educational process is quite natural and effective for these children.

Dealing with ELT to young learners in primary school it should be highlighted that the most
part of contemporary English coursebooks has got audio support for listening activities and
pronunciation practice at the lesson. Some of them, in particular, the latest coursebooks (Quick Minds,
Smart Junior, English with smiling Sam), include DVD, video and multimedia materials, online
additional resources, etc.

Having taken it into account, we worked out aselective course “New approaches in English
teaching in Primary School” for future primary school English teachers’ training. Special attention is
paid to digital learning tools integration in ELT in it as well as they ensure pupils’ online interaction
as a new kind of communicative activity at the English lesson. Moreover, the students of the Faculty
of Primary Education and Arts of Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University deal with
modern approaches to foreign language teaching, modern teaching aids, typology of lessons,
technologies of ELT in primary school according to the course syllabus. Therefore, to ensure relevant
methodological training of future English teachers we suggest learning new digital learning tools and
methods of their usage for effective formation of FLCC of pupils at the lesson.

That is why, we would like to illustrate our pedagogical experience, in particular, of digital
learning tools presentation, practice and production in the course teaching. First of all, it should be
said that at the lecture we reveal students’ knowledge of the main teaching aids in ELT, their
classification with the help of mind mapping. Then students make notes on various digital learning
tools, provide the definitions for them and put down their samples in the copybooks. While watching
the video lessons (e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bUPqVsH_Xs) suggested by the
university teacher, they learn the technical characteristics of such digital tools as CourselLab,
FlipPDF, StoryJumper, etc. A brief review of these learning tools is given:

— CourseLab (http://www.courselab.com/view_doc.html) is a powerful, yet easy-to-use, e-
learning authoring tool that offers a programming-free WYSIWYG environment for creating high-
quality interactive e-learning content that can be published on the Internet, Learning Management
Systems (LMS), CD-ROMs and other devices [6].

— StoryJumper (https://www.storyjumper.com)— the easiest way to create, narrate, and publish
your hardcover and digital books. It makes creating a story book fun and easy with innovative story
creation tools. Using that digital tool students can design characters, pick expressions, clothes and
colors, add voice and produce video books. At last, they can become a published author, sharing their
books and getting positive feedback from the world community [7].

— Flip PDF (https://www.flipbuilder.com/flip-pdf/) is a powerful digital flipbook maker that
allows you to convert static PDFs/images into HTMLS5 flipbooks at the fastest speed. One can add
page audio (voice assistant), table of contents, bookmark, and other interactive elements to engage
your audience; customize branding options and privacy settings easily; share his or her flipbook on
social media after uploading it to a server; publish it as HTML, EXE, APP, APK, or plug-in file and
distribute to multiple devices. Flip PDF Plus empowers anyone to create flipbooks that work
beautifully in any browser, on any device [4, 132], [8].

Thus, watching the options of the presented tools in the video lessons, students consider their
pros and cons and select one to accomplish a professionally oriented project work. The task is to make
a project of a worksheet of digital English coursebook for primary school learners. The aim of creating
such a digital learning tool is to improve the process of FLCC formation of primary school pupils by
enriching the basic coursebook with additional digital materials.

Summing up the results of the selective course learning at the faculty of Primary Education and
Arts, we suppose the project work done by A.-M. Melnykovych is worth attention. The digital English
coursebook for primary school learners created by the student was made with Storyjumper use. The
teaching material suggested in the book is well-structured and based on the video song “The Wheels
on the Bus” (https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/songs/the-wheels-the-bus?_ga=
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2.217350751.) as well as it is easy-to-sing and loved by young learners [9]. The author of the book
has marked on the cover page that the song is interesting for children and attracts their attention.

Ann-Mary Melnykovych

We use cookies on this site. By continuing to use this site, we assume you consent for
cookies to be used. See our Cookie Policy. GOTIT

Fig. 1. The front page of the digital coursebook

First of all, the student suggestsguessing the song title according to the pictures presented on
page 1 in the coursebook. Then young learners are to listen to the song and say who can ride a bus,
choosing among people and animals given on page 2.

b 5 o
i Choose

who cawn ride a bus!

y AR

We use cookies on this site. By continuing to use this site, we assume you consent for
cookies to be used. See ocour Cookie Policy. GOTIT

Fig. 2. Screenshot of page 2 of the digital coursebook

After that pupils listen to the song once more and read the suggested words putting them in the
order they appear in the text on page 3. In such a way young learners enrich their vocabulary and
practice it.

We use cookies on this site. By continuing to use this site, we assume you consent for
cookies to be used. See our Cookie Policy. GOTIT

Fig. 3 Screenshot of page 3 of the digital coursebook
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The next task is to complete the song by matching test on page 4.

o oo, op, beop™
The wipers 0'!\’\_\’-—\ rowunc  and rounc 1

the bus go

= The door on the "Swish, swish, swish’
bus goes

WO
o I ¢

The horn on open and shut
the bus goes

lj

We use cookies on this site. By continuing to use this site, we assume you consent for
cookies to be used. See our Cookie Policy. GOTIT

Fig. 4 Screenshot of page 4 of the digital coursebook

After that, the author of the digital book suggests answering the questions in order to state the
level of pupils’ comprehension of the song. The last page of the digital coursebook presents the words
of the song. Accordingly, young learners should read, sing and learn the song “The Wheels on the
Bus”.

The wheels on the bus go round and round
Round and round, round and round

The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.

Fig. 5 Screenshot of page 5 of the digital coursebook

Having illustrated and analyzed the sample pages of student’s digital coursebook created using
Storyjumper, we can point out that the suggested vocabulary and communicative exercises are aimed
at pupils’ English communicative competence formation in primary school.

In general, the process of ELT in primary school is characterized by specifics of formation and
development of pupils’ cognitive interests, behavior, emotional and motivational features, in a
particular mode of learning and manner of speech activities. That is why, psychophysiological
features of young learners should be taken into account in ELT at the initial stage of school education.
Due to a high level of emotions, the learning process can be facilitated with the multimedia tools
which ensure better effective reception and memorization of foreign language materials using audio,
video, static or dynamic images, etc. Thus, the usage of vivid multimedia in ELT to primary school
pupils enables the teacher to concentrate their attention much longer and effectively with the aim of
FLCC formation.

Based on our teaching experience and a thorough review of a wide range of multimedia tools
on the Internet, we should outline a big number of video songs for young learners on YouTube
presented by various foreign educational channels for kids (e.g. Happy Kids TV, Super Simple Songs,
Cocomelon, Kids TV, Bounce Patrol, Pingfong, Dave and Ava, ChuChuTV, etc.).

It should be noticed that many psychologists prove songs and chants to be of great educational
value in ELT to young learners as well asthey help create a foreign language learning environment
and learn English intuitively. For this purpose, video songs should be vigorously used at English
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lessons, in particular in the conditions of the New Ukrainian School. Pupils of primary school should
listen, watch, sing and learn video songs at different stages of the lesson to involve them in foreign
language atmosphere, learning melody, or rhythm, or practicing phonetics, vocabulary, grammar or
communication.

For example, at the beginning of the lesson, we can use an interesting and corresponding song
“Hello, hello” (https://supersimple.com/song/hello-hello/) for listening, singing and acting [10].
Learning this song pupils get learned to greet each other, ask about somebody’s feelings and interact
in everyday life at the elementary level.

One more video song “If you are happy and you know it”
(https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/songs/if-youre-happy-and-you-know-it?) ~ should  be
mentioned as well as it is interactive and pretty loved by children [11]. The teacher starts learning the
song according to the PPP (presentation, practice and production) method. If the children have learned
the song she/he could suggest singing the song faster and faster to stir things up. In this way young
learners will soon be out of breath and ready for the next activity.

Unquestionably, we can use video songs as basic teaching material in ELT due to the syllabus
of primary school. For example, while learning the topic “Animals” we can use such video songs as
“Old MacDonald had a farm” (https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/songs/old-macdonald-had-
farm), “Walking in the jungle” (https://supersimple.com/song/walking-in-the-jungle/), “Baby shark”
(https://supersimple.com/article/baby-shark/) and others, dealing with a great number of animals to
know [12], [13], [14]. With the aim of learning primary school pupils to count in English, we can
suggest the video songs such as “Five little ducks” (https://supersimple.com/song/five-little-ducks/),
“Five little monkeys” (https://supersimple.com/song/five-little-monkeys/), “1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a
fish alive” (http://www.nurserytracks.com/Counting_songs.htm), etc. [15], [16], [17]. The suggested
video songs are aimed at lexical and grammar competences formation of primary school learners.

Moreover, it should be added, that with the aid of video song material we can form pupils’
sociolinguistic competence as an integral part of communicative competence in ELT in primary
school. For this purpose, we would like to illustrate our experience of ELT to young learners. There
was held a workshop “Christmas Tree” on the occasion of Christmas with primary school pupils. At
the beginning of the event, the children got learned about Christmas traditions and greeting in the
United Kingdom of Great Britain. Then we demonstrated to them a traditional Christmas Tree made
as a sample tree before the workshop and decorated with a star and presents. After that pupils had to
paint and decorate the Christmas Tree of their own, listening and watching to the well-known
Christmas video songs “Merry Christmas” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNkvV4PR-q0),
“Jingle Bells” (:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQ34DSTjsLQ), “We wish you a merry
Christmas” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=006dK2LvOWM) [18],:[}9], [20].

a8l Kyivstar = 1S5:2a
- 2

Fig. 6. Photo credit of the workshop “Christmas Tree”

In thisway the music was used to set time limits for task accomplishment and create a positive
festive atmosphere in the process of Christmas Tree making. The practical aim of the event was to
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form pupils’ sociolinguistic competence, enrich their vocabulary, informing them about English
culture and traditions, and develop their artistic habits and aesthetic values. As a result, the
educational goals of the workshop were achieved and emotion-driven young learners were satisfied
with an unusual type of ELT at school.

Conclusions. Summing up a thorough analysis of modern psychological, linguodidactic and
methodolodical literature, new tendenciesin education and approachesto ELT, we should point out a
great pedagogical potential of digital learning tools in the process of foreign language learning in
primary school. The new teaching aids involve such digital learning tools as software tools, online
platforms, multimedia and educational channels, ensuring a particular didactic value for young
learners’ English communicative competence formation according to their age, interests and
cognitive abilities.

Based on the presented future English teacher’s digital coursebook, we can draw the conclusion
that modern software tools and online platforms enable teachers to create their digital materials,
digitise English coursebook and enrich the content of the traditional paper book with authentic
information using multimedia tools (e.g. video and dynamic images). The suggested digital learning
tool, the Storyjumper software programme, for creating and designing digital coursebooks is
characterized by a number of advantages: creativity, technology, mobility, accessibility, convenience,
interactivity, communicatively orientation and authenticity.

A great educational role of video song material in ELT is determined as well as young learners’
speech activities depend greatly on their emotions and motivation. The suggested list of video songs
on YouTube is characterized by interest and popularity among primary school pupils and can be used
at different stages of English lessons (e.g. as a warming-up activity, relaxation pause, time limits, or
basic material for teaching vocabulary or grammar, communication).

The illustrated procedure of Christmas Tree production in the process of video songs listening
on YouTube during the held workshop proves digital learning tools contribution to the formation of
young learners’ English communicative competence effectively, in particular, sociolinguistic
competence as an integral part of it.
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AHoTamis. Y KOHTEKCTI MOJepHI3aIlii Ta AUPKATAII3AIIT aHTTIOMOBHOT OCBITH aKTyalli30BaHO MpoodiIeMy
BHKOPHCTAHHS U(PPOBUX IHCTPYMEHTIB Ha YPOIll aHIITIHCEKOT MOBH Y TIOYaTKOBi# mkoumi. Kpim mporo, y
CTaTTi OKpEeCIeHO TpaHchopMamiiHi TpomecH y cdepi aHTIOMOBHOI OCBITHBOI MONITHKH Ta
IMIZIEMEHTAII0 HOBUX (OPM, METOHIB, 3acO0iB HAaBYAHHS], a TAKOX OCBITHE 3HAYCHHS BUKOPUCTAHHS
IU(poBUX IHCTPYMEHTIB y HaBYaHHI aHIJIHChKOI MOBH. 3IifICHEHO pETEJbHHUIl aHali3 IICHUXO0JIOro-
MeNaroriyHoi Ta METOJMYHOI JITepaTypu 3a/uls TEOPETHYHOrO OOIPYHTYBAaHHS OCHOBHMX I0JIOKEHb
HAYKOBOTO jociipkeHHs. OcobirBa yBara akIeHTOBaHa Ha JUIAKTHYHIN [IHHOCTI MPOrpaMHUX 3aco0iB
HaBYaHHS JJIsI CTBOPEHHsI Ta po3poOKH HU(POBOro nmociOHUKa 3 aHriiicekoi MoBu. Ha ocHOBI aHamizy
CTYAEHTCHKOI TPOEKTHOI POOOTH NPOLTIOCTPOBAHO HM3KY IiepeBar 1M(pPOBOro MociOHMKa, a came:
KpEaTHBHICTh, TEXHOJIOTTYHICTh, MOOUIBHICTh, JOCTYIIHICTD, 3pY4HICTh, IHTEPAKTUBHICTh, KOMYHIKaTUBHA
CHPSIMOBAHICTh Ta aBTEHTHYHICTh. Y CTaTTi PO3KPHUTO MEAArori4Hi MOXKIMBOCTI BHKOPUCTAHHS TICEHHOTO
MyJIBTHMEIIHOTO MaTepiary, 30KpeMa Bijieo ImiceHp Ha kKaHaii YouTube, y HaBYaHHI aHTIIIHCHKOI MOBH
YYHIB TOYATKOBOT ITKOJU. 3aIIpOIIOHOBAHO HHU3KY BiJICO MICEHB, IKi MOXKYTh OyTH BUKOPUCTAHI Ha Pi3HUX
eTanax ypoKy 3 aHTJIHCHKOi MOBH Yy MOYATKOBIM IIKONI 3aJIEKHO BiJ] TIOCTAaBICHOI METH. Y PO3BiAIi
MIAKPECICHO TTO3UTHBHY €MOIIHHY Ta MOTHBALIHHY pOJb MICCHHOTO BiZIe0 MaTepiaily, OCKUIBKH Cy9acHi
MYJBTUMEZIHHI 3acO0M HaBYaHHS CHPUSIOTH AHIJIOMOBHIM KOMYHIKaTHBHIM MisJBHOCTI Yy4HIB 1
3a0X0YYyIOTh iX JO IIIKABOTO Ta >KBABOTO BHMBYCHHS AHTJIICHKOI MOBH. Y pe3ynbTaTi IOCIiIKEHHS
BCTaHOBJICHO JAWAAKTHYHHUNA MMOTEHIia)I TaKUX NU(POBHUX IHCTPYMEHTIB, K IPOTPaMHi Ta MyJIbTUMEIIHH]
3aco0M HaBUAHHS, OCBITHI KaHAJH, [0 3a0€3MeUyI0Th B3a€EMO/III0 YUHUTEIIS Ta YUHs,a TaKOX (HOpMyBaHHS
YCiX CKJIaJHHUKIB aHTIIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAaTHBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI YYHIB ITOYAaTKOBOI IIKOJH Yy TPOIECi
HaBYaHHS aHTJIIHCHKOI MOBH.

Katouosi cioBa: undposi iHCTpyMEHTH, HAaBYaHHS aHIIIIHCHKOI MOBM, MOJIOALI IIKOJISIPI, MOYaTKOBA
IIKOJIa, MYJIBTHUME/IiHI 3acO0H HAaBYAHHS, ITICCHHUH BiIe0 MaTepial.
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